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The Rector writes...  
 

 

 

 

The diocese has asked each parish or 'Mission Community' to produce a Mission Statement 

to show that we are taking our outreach responsibilities seriously.  The PCC has recently 

agreed the statement below. I hope you find it helpful in being better informed about all that's 

going on in the church's work and mission. 

 

St Leonardôs Exeter Mission Statement 
                              ñKnowing Christ and making him knownò      

Knowing Christ:  
Sundays 

The gathering of between 400 and 500 people each Sunday offers a key opportunity for building people up in 

their knowledge of Christ through expository biblical preaching, celebration of  Communion, praise and 

prayer. A team of volunteer leaders assists in the teaching of about 100 children and young people. 

Midweek home-groups 

About 60% of the congregation are members of home-groups, which provide an opportunity for people to 

build each other up in the faith, through Bible-study, prayer and mutual support. 

Fellowship groups 

A number of different groups, such as Menôs and Womenôs Breakfasts and Student Focus, meet in the context 

of Bible study, in order to explore different aspects of the Christian life. 

Staff team 

The church employs ten people to assist in the ministry, so that the congregation may the better equipped to 

know Christ and make him known. 

Peninsula Gospel Partnership 

The training course offered by this Partnership is a useful resource in discipleship 

 

Making Christ known:  
Welcoming Sunday services 

A sizeable fringe element attends Sunday services, either visitors or friends of members of the congregation. 

The aim is be óseeker-friendlyô in the sermons and leading of services, always  bearing in mind those who are 

not yet believers. 

óChristianity Exploredô courses 

These courses are run three times a year. Attenders are usually those who are newcomers to the church who 

may be enquirers, or people who are brought by Christian friends. An eight week course in the context of a 

meal, followed by a talk with discussion, all based on Markôs Gospel, is a key way of making Christ known. 

Youth work  

The full-time Youth Minister leads a Friday night youth-club for unchurched young people, as well as run-

ning clubs in two schools. He and the Rector take weekly assemblies in St Leonardôs Primary School, follow-

ing a series of Bible stories: the majority of the 400 children have no church affiliation. An annual Holiday 

Club draws in about 100 children, many of whom are not church attenders. Our Pre-School has about 30 chil-

dren on the books. 

Student work 

Four members of staff have special responsibility for reaching out to students and arranging a  programme for 

them. 

LENS magazine 

This publication is delivered round the parish three times a year. It aims to say something of the Christian 

message and to advertise the churchôs programme. 



Occasional offices 

Marriages (about 10 p.a.), funerals (about 20 p.a.) and occasional baptism enquiries from non-church mem-

bers all provide some opportunity to make Christ known. 

Parents & Toddlers groups 

A team of about 10 church members run two sessions a week for about 60 parents and their children. Friend-

ship and discussion provides the opportunity to point these parents to Christ. 

Special weeks of mission 

From time to time a week of special events is planned, with a visiting speaker giving a talk at each of the 

meetings 

World mission support 

The church supports 16 mission-partners, and aims to give 15% of regular income (50K in ô08) to mission. 

Diocesan mission support 

As a larger church, St Leonardôs is able to support the diocese in its wider role in mission. The  Parish Share 

for ô08 is Ã162,000. 

Church Plant 

Having planted Trinity Church in 2003, and having óre-pottedô the morning congregation into two in 2006, 

the plan is to explore the possibility of another plant by sending about 60 members under the leadership of 

one of the clergy to another part of the city.                                                                                      

 

Our 'Hope '08' week of events is now very near. Don't forget to book places for those 

events which need tickets. Through our prayer, friendship and witness we trust that this 

week will indeed bring many people to the assurance of hope that is to be found in Christ. 

Please remember to pray for our ordinand Andy Hutchinson as he and Lindsay prepare to 

move to St Giles Derby for Andy's curacy. 

On Good Friday this year we are joining with other city churches in a joint act of witness. 

We start with a service at Belmont Chapel at 10.00 am and then move through the streets 

with various dramatic presentations culminating in the crucifixion at Cathedral Green. Do 

come and support this act of witness.  

 

 

           David 

Easter services 
20th March  
7.45pm     Maundy Thursday Communion (church centre) 
21st March    
10am       Good Friday Witness (Starting at Belmont  
      church, with a short service, then walking  
      through the city centre to Cathedral Green). 
2-3pm      An hour at the cross. 
23rd March   
9.15 &11am   All Age Services  
6.30pm      Easter Praise with Communion 



By Faith and Failure  
 
David Harley, a member of our congregation, has just written a new book 
on the life of Abraham. The aim of the book is to help people look at the 
remarkable faith and dogged perseverance of this man but also to see 
how his moments of weakness when his faith wavered and he brought 
trouble to other people and embarrassment to his family.  
 
The book is an easy read and accessible to everyone. It looks at each 
chapter in the life of Abraham, showing how we can apply his experience 
to our own lives. At the end of each chapter is a short article looking at is-
�V�X�H�V���O�L�N�H�����³�'�L�G���W�K�H�V�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���U�H�D�O�O�\���K�D�S�S�H�Q�"�´���³�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���P�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���D��
�F�R�Y�H�Q�D�Q�W�"�´���D�Q�G���³�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�F�H���R�I���G�U�H�D�P�V�"�´ 
 
Ajith Fernando, national director of Youth for Christ in Sri Lanka, writes: 
�³�7�K�L�V���E�R�R�N���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�O�\���X�V�H�V���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���R�I���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���W�R���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I��
faith is like. Newer believers will find the book to be an excellent guide to 
discipleship. Mature Christians will be richly edified by reading this, just as 
�,���Z�D�V���´ 
 
In his foreword, George Verwer, founder of Operation Mobilisation, com-
�P�H�Q�W�V�����³���,�Q���W�K�H�V�H���F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���G�D�\�V���Z�K�H�Q���Z�H���D�O�O���Q�H�H�G���W�R���J�U�R�Z���D�Q�G���S�H�U�V�H��
vere in our Christian commitment, this book offers valuable insights into 
�W�K�H���O�L�I�H���R�I���I�D�L�W�K���´ 
 
If you want an honest local opinion, you can ask Jean Hurford or Chris     
Sheldon! The book is available from the church book stall or the Harleys �± 
price £5.00 

 


