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An invitation for churches in Exeter to join together in prayer 

and fellowship on Pentecost Sunday. 

The idea is for people from the variety of churches to gather for a 

picnic on Cathedral Green at lunchtime on 11th May (anytime 

between 12.30 and 2 pm).  

We will hold a short act of worship between 1.15 and 1.45 pm 

with singing led by members of the Inspirational Gospel Choir. 

Sunday, 11th May is the Global Day of Prayer, so the idea is to 

have prayers said in our own native tongue for the Good News 

to be experienced and heard in our city and home nations and 

for the renewal of the Church. The worship will conclude with the 

releasing of 220 helium balloons (one for every nation in the 

world). 

It would be good for us to enjoy our unity as the Body of Christ 

and join together to pray for the world that God loves so much. 
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The Rector writesé... 
At the Annual Church Meeting on April 23rd the following matters were reviewed: 

Sunday services: Eighteen months after the setting up of the two morning congregations, we have about 

100 adults belonging to the 9.15 congregation and 200 to the 11.00. This means that the total numbers 

including children are more than could be contained within one service. We would expect there now to be 

enough adults to enable each congregation to be self-sufficient in covering PA and music, rather than on 

some Sunday mornings asking the same people to ócoverô for both services. The question of extending the 

age-range of the childrenôs groups at 9.15 will be looked at by the PCC. 

 

Midweek fellowship: Twenty two home-groups, Womenôs Bible study and Menôs and Womenôs Break-

fasts mean that between 60% and 70% of church members are currently involved in midweek Bible study 

and fellowship. Centrepoint for Prayer on alternate Wednesdays has never drawn the same numbers as 

attend home-groups, partly because people identify more with a small group, and partly because prayer 

and intercession can be hard work! But it remains a vital power-house for the churchôs work and ministry. 

The Monday LENS group for senior citizens is drawing good numbers each week for friendship and   

support, and the small monthly Communion-cum-tea is valued by the group of mostly older people who 

come. 

 

Outreach meetings: Toddlers on Wednesdays and Fridays has grown significantly over the last year, 

with about 70 carers attending regularly. These groups offer friendship as well as the opportunity to     

witness to Christ; some parents have been drawn into Christianity Explored and other church meetings. 

Christianity Explored continues to be the main formal way of encouraging people to think through the 

claims of Christ: the numbers have not been large, but it has been exciting to see some becoming      

Christians. 

 

Mission support: the arrival of David and Rosemary Harley with their large experience of mission work 

has brought some fresh thinking to the PCC about how we can best support our mission partners. We are 

working towards a system whereby we support fewer partners better. Our link with Thika Memorial 

Church will be strengthened with the visit of the Vicar to us for a fortnight in September. 

 

Future plans:  

The possibility of St Leonardôs doing another church-plant is now regretfully on hold: Steve is unable to 

think of taking this on given Sarahôs continuing ill-health. 

The Hotel Esplanade in Newquay is booked for a church weekend for February 6-8 2009, at very favour-

able rates. Karl Freeman, Vicar of Emmanuel Church Plymouth, has agreed to be our speaker. Further 

details will be available in due course, but do book the dates. 

Priorities: More Christians to help run the Toddlers groups 

                  Development of our work among international students 

                  Training for our musicians so that the music is of an attractively high standard 

                  Growth of our 9.15 congregation 

Elections: to serve on the Deanery Synod: Russell Davies, John Hill, Ben Hoban, Gordon Rice 

                  to serve on the PCC: Dave Atallah, Geoff Hanna, Lesley Howard, Fiona Rose-Price 



If you are wondering what to do over 

the half term bank holiday in May then 

you may want to consider joining the 

increasing band of folk who get         

together for a long weekend of fellow-

ship and fun on Exmoor. Several families have already signed up and we hope 

you will join us.  It is a free and relaxing time to enjoy wonderful scenery and 

walks on site or explore further afield. If you are interested talk to Paul or Liz 

Hayward.  01392 662351  

Calling All Campers!  

 

David and Heather Sharland (CMS, S. Sudan) are praising God that 

the southern Government is now back as part of the Government of National Unity . There 

are enormous challenges to the implementation of the peace agreement (eg borders, oil     

contracts, leadership etc) ò Peacemaking is an essential part of the Christian character and 

therefore a very important role for the church. As outsiders we can listen sympathetically to 

stories, seek to understand a situation and maybe even advise. As we talk, we pray that we 

can bring the Hope of Jesus into someoneõs life. ôThe tragedy and suffering of other peopleõs 

experience is too holy for any easy answersõ. The next few months are busy for us as we have 

many projects to draw to a close as well as continuing with our regular work before coming 

on home leave in the summer. We are looking forward to seeing many of you later in the 

year.ó 

Steve and Anna Griffiths (OMF, Singapore) will be starting their UK 

home assignment soon. Steve in May after his visit to Brazil with another OMF director to 

look at building relationships with the strong evangelical movement there. Ann, Josh and 

Aimee will follow in June after the May orientation course for 28 new OMF Mission Partners 

at which Anna will do the lectures without Steve! They will be in Exeter 

(Trinity and St Leonardõs) mid June. 

Dan and Rosie Button (Crosslinks, Uganda).  

Abigail and Alex go to a small international primary school in Kampala. 

Rosie has become part of a parentsõ working group to look at the issue of 

how we approach religion in the school. The issues that have been 

brought up so far include; whether we want to have RE taught as part of 

the curriculum, whether the school should have a Bible club and a 

Quran/Arabic club offered (as they currently are) by the school, whether 

Mission Partner News  
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